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2017 Vintage 

2017 was a  cooler  and la ter  v intage than the  previous 10  years ;  a  year of  

e legant ,  perhaps even medium bodied wines ,  though r ipe in f lavour ,  

v ibrant and very perfumed. Higher  than average y ie lds in combinat ion 

with a  cooler  season contr ibuted to delayed r ipening of  the f rui t  and 

good acid retent ion .  Canopy management and f ru i t  th inning were 

imperat ive to a l low for  even,  pers is tent r ipening .  Apri l  was the dr iest  on 

record ,  the ext ra hang t ime has resul ted in  lovely  medium bodied wines 

with good perfume, colour and structure .   

Vineyards  

The major i ty  of  f rui t  for  the 2017  Cabernet  Sauvignon Merlot  comes f rom 

the Wi lyabrup and Yal l ingup sub -regions ,  home to many of  Margaret  

River ’s  most  famous Cabernet blends.  This f rui t  br ings power and 

r ichness  to  the f in ished wine .  A parcel  f rom the more southern Wal lc l i f fe  

sub-region complements  the f rui t  dr iven Wi lyabrup and Yal l ingup 

components ,  adding a  t ighter  s tructure and l i f ted perfume.   

Winemaking 

Hand-picked and se lect  harvested f rui t  parcels were t ipped di rect ly  into 

open or  sta t ic  fermenters for  a  few days  soaking on skins .  Once the wi ld 

ferment k icked in ,  we started plunging and pump -overs for  subt le  tannin 

extract ion .  We worked the sk ins ear ly  and then backed of f  later  in the 

fermentat ion process .  The individual  batches were pressed and then 

transfer red into  new and used French oak  barre ls  for  maturat ion.  After  

12 months in  35% new French oak the 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot  

was blended and bott led ,  no f in ing was necessary . 

Tasting Notes  

The 2017 Cabernet Mer lot  i s  very aromatic ,  showing mulberry ,  plum and 

cassi s  together with dark chocolate notes .  The palate shows r ipe ,  f leshy 

var ieta l  Cabernet  f rui t  characters f in i shing with f ine ,  soft  tannins .  

Cabernet provides f ragrance and structure ;  Mer lot  adds mid -palate  

weight and lovely  earthy  notes;  Malbec provides further  dark f rui t  f lesh.  

This  year ’s  Cabernet Mer lot  wi l l  provide good ear ly  dr inking and a lso 

age wel l  in  the short  to medium term . 

 

Technical Specifications  

Blend    79% Cabernet  Sauvignon  1 1% Merlot   10% Malbec  

Alcohol     14 .4  

Acid ity    5.72g/L      

The Flametree Range is  the  heart  

and soul o f  the portfol io .  It 's  a ll  

about making excel lent  wines  

with varieta l  dist inct iveness and 

a sense  of  place.   

By continuing our pursuit  o f     

excellence in every v intage,  we 

are sett ing benchmarks  in  terms 

of quali ty,  value,  innovation and 

branding.  


